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daily newspaper in Raleigh, North Carolina,
wrote an excellent essay on the position to-
bacco farmers find themselves in 1999. Mr.
Speaker, I request that Mr. Rogers’ article be
placed at this point in the RECORD, and I hope
it will provide guidance to us all as we debate
issues related to tobacco in the future. Con-
gress can benefit greatly from the clear-eyed
perspective of this insightful North Carolinian
whose feet are planted firmly on the ground.

[From the News & Observer, Mar. 3, 1999]
IT’S NOT GREED, BUT DESPERATION

(By Dennis Rogers)
The numbers are so obscenely large as to

be meaningless: There is $4.6 billion to be
paid by the tobacco industry to the state of
North Carolina over 25 years. There is $1.97
billion for a trust fund to be spread among
the state’s tobacco farmers over the next 12
years.

But regardless of how much money tobacco
farmers eventually get, if any, what are they
supposed to do then?

Unless you’re a farmer, you probably don’t
care. You’ve made it clear in your e-mails
and phone calls that many of you think to-
bacco farmers are whiners trying to hang on
to a dying business. Nobody guarantees me a
living, you’ve cynically said, so why should
we do it for them?

But unlike you, I’ve heard from the farm-
ers, too, strong men and women who are
scared about their futures. It is enough to
break your heart.

What they talk about most is not the
money, but losing their souls, their culture,
their foundation and their heritage. They
talk about the land their ancestors entrusted
to their care and the shame they would feel
in losing it.

They talk about wanting to give their chil-
dren the chance they had, to stand under a
hot Carolina sun and feel your own land be-
neath your feet, the same land that once
nurtured the old folks buried in the church
cemetery just down the road.

‘‘What am I going to do if I stop farming?’’
asked Johnston County’s John Talbot as we
rode in Monday’s protest through the streets
of Raleigh. ‘‘I’m 45 years old. Who is going to
hire me?’’

Who, indeed? If the tobacco farmers of
Eastern North Carolina stop farming, what
will become of them? A rootless corporate
culture is all a lot of city folks around here
know. They do not understand or feel sym-
pathy for the middle-aged farmer who senses
that the very ground beneath his feet is mov-
ing away.

A country family’s desperate need for inde-
pendence may not mean much to those of us
who have never had it. There are a lot of us
who have never known anything but the
slavery of working for a paycheck. We might
even resent a farmer’s plea that he should be
helped to maintain a way of life that seems
so alien to us.

But what option do they have? There are
few good jobs in the tobacco country where
they live? We’ve kept most of the good jobs
for ourselves and left country folks who live
a long way from town with precious little to
turn to now that their lives and times have
gotten tough.

But before you turn your back on them,
ask yourself whether they helped make your
good job possible. Farmers have long seen
their tax dollars pay corporations to bring
jobs to the state that they, because of where
they live and the skills they don’t have, can
never hope to get.

Now, they say, that same government is
reluctant to given them what they see as
their fair share of the money from tobacco
companies they have depended on for their
livelihood.

There was a sign on a tractor driven by a
woman in Monday’s protest that read, ‘‘We
are not greedy. We are desperate.’’

We may yet succeed in forcing our farmers
from their fields, and contrary to their hol-
low threats, no, we will not go hungry.

But they will. Their souls will wither just
as surely as a spring daffodil fades away
when it is picked and brought indoors.
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Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in recognition of National Employ the Older
Worker Week and Green Thumb, Inc. of New
England. National Employ the Older Worker
Week (March 14–20) recognizes the contribu-
tion that older workers make in America and
encourages participation in the Green Thumb
program. It celebrates the unique skills, and
talents that are gained through years of expe-
rience and hard work. It also brings attention
to one of the greatest resources in America:
the older worker.

Green Thumb is a non-profit organization
that aims to strengthen our families and com-
munities, as well as our nation, by equipping
older and disadvantaged individuals with op-
portunities to learn, work, and serve the com-
munity. Founded in 1965, Green Thumb has
helped over 500,000 seniors. The services are
provided to numerous older citizens. Some are
retirees who have not yet begun collecting So-
cial Security and require additional income
from full or part-time employment. Other re-
cipients take part in the program in order to
develop new skills, pursue individual interests,
or utilize their time in a productive manner. It
benefits the older worker’s well-being and en-
hances the community. Green Thumb will rec-
ognize America’s Oldest Worker as well as 52
Outstanding Older Workers from each state
following National Employ the Older Worker
Week.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my colleagues to
join me in recognition of National Employ the
Older Worker Week. I also applaud Green
Thumb of New England and wish them contin-
ued success in improving the lives of our sen-
ior citizens.
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Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise to
congratulate Peter R. Villegas, president of the
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Orange
County for 1998.

During his presidency, the Hispanic Cham-
ber of Commerce accomplished many goals.
The Chamber increased its membership and
corporate sponsors, produced many success-
ful events such as the ‘‘Estrella Awards and
Installation Dinner,’’ Job and Career Fair,
Business Finance Forum, Business Without

Borders International Conference, and the
Business Development Conference.

Mr. Villegas has also represented the cham-
ber in many official capacities. He has met
with Vice President AL GORE, officials of the
Department of State, Members of Congress,
State, county, and local officials, as well as
leaders of enterprise and industry.

Mr. Villegas has provided leadership locally
and nationally, by serving on the Congres-
sional Hispanic Caucus Institute based in
Washington, DC, as a board member of the
University of Southern California—M.A.A.A.,
the corporate advisory board of the Latin Busi-
ness Association, and as a board member for
the Puente Learning Center. Other member-
ships include the Challengers Boys and Girls
Club, board member of the Chicano Federa-
tion of San Diego, and committee member of
the Martin Luther King Legacy Association. He
is the recipient of the 1997 Minorities in Busi-
ness Magazines Latin American Corporate
Prism Award, and the City of Santa Ana Ex-
ceptional Volunteer Award.

Mr. Villegas manages regional relationships
with key community coalitions, including the
WaMu Community Council and regional
WaMu Diversity Advisory Group. He is respon-
sible for managing the Corporate Giving Pro-
gram with a focus on the Community Rein-
vestment Act qualified grants. He also serves
as the regional contact for governmental offi-
cials, provides corporate representation in the
regional market, and provides leadership in
the ethnic market. In addition, Mr. Villegas is
the regional manager of Washington Mutuals
$120 billion commitment to the community.

Colleagues, please join with me today in sa-
luting Peter R. Villegas, an individual who has
dedicated his knowledge and expertise to the
betterment of the Hispanic community and
business relations on every level.
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CONDEMNING THE MURDER OF
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LAND

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 23, 1999
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I

rise to introduce a bipartisan resolution which
condemns the brutal murder of Northern Ire-
land defense attorney Rosemary Nelson and
calls on the British Government to launch an
independent inquiry into Rosemary’s killing.

The resolution also calls for an independent
judicial inquiry into the possibility of official col-
lusion in the 1989 murder of defense attorney
Patrick Finucane and an independent inves-
tigation into the general allegations of harass-
ment of defense attorneys by Northern Ire-
land’s police force, the Royal Ulster Constabu-
lary (RUC). I am pleased that Mr. GILMAN, Mr.
KING, Mr. CROWLEY, Mr. PAYNE, and Mr.
MENENDEZ are original sponsors of this resolu-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, Rosemary Nelson was a
champion of due process rights and a con-
scientious and courageous attorney in North-
ern Ireland. She was the wife of Paul Nelson
and the mother of three young children: Chris-
topher (13), Gavin (11), and Sarah (8). Her
murder was a cowardly act by those who are
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